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The plasma being investigated at Garching (near 
Munich) with the ASDEX Upgrade fusion device, 
though of ultra-low density, is extremely hot. 
When heated to over a hundred million degrees, 
it has properties similar in important respects to 
those of the fuel in a future power plant. Its 
 research objective is to produce as clean, stable 
and thermally well insulated plasmas as possible. 
ASDEX Upgrade is thus preparing for the ITER 

international large-scale ex-
perimental reactor. ITER is to 
show that energy can be  
derived from nuclear fusion.
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